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Vancouver Maritime Museum to Welcome HAVN Sauna to Heritage Harbour

A partnership that strengthens the Museum'’s long-term viability and brings a restored
1943 naval barge back to life as a design-forward public wellness space.

The Vancouver Maritime Museum (VMM) is pleased to announce that it will welcome HAVN's
floating sauna and hydrotherapy facility to Heritage Harbour with a target opening of mid-2027.
This partnership introduces a unique, design-forward public wellness experience to Vancouver’s
waterfront while creating an important new revenue stream that supports the Museum’s
educational and community programming.

“This project will provide much-needed revenue; provide shelter for existing docks and heritage
boats; and invite people to the museum site in a whole new way”, said David Jordan,
Executive Director of the Vancouver Maritime Museum. “Public funding is essential to our
survival, but government has not increased operating grants for arts and culture in decades. In
this economic climate, our partnership with HAVN will help make up this shortfall in operating
revenue.”

Why This Partnership Matters to Vancouver Maritime
Museum

e A living piece of maritime heritage: The Vancouver HAVN facility is built on a restored
1943 naval barge, the sister hull to HAVN’s award-winning Victoria flagship facility,
offering the public a rare opportunity to experience maritime history in an unexpected,
contemporary way.

e Activation of Heritage Harbour: HAVN will be moored entirely within the existing
marina footprint, transforming underused water space into one of Vancouver’s most
distinctive and unique waterfront experiences.

e Aligned with the harbour’s contemplative atmosphere: HAVN'’s design reflects
stillness, quiet presence, and West Coast calm, enhancing the reflective character of
Heritage Harbour.
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e Strengthening the Museum'’s viability: The partnership provides new, stable revenue
that directly supports exhibitions, programming, and heritage vessel conservation efforts.

e Recreational public use and enjoyment: HAVN offers a gentle, welcoming space that
invites Vancouverites to slow down, reconnect with the water, and enjoy the Heritage
Harbour in a new and restorative way.

e Additional protection for heritage vessels: Docking HAVN on the northernmost berth
creates much-needed shelter for the heritage vessels and docks, improving resilience
during winter storms.

HAVN'’s Track Record

HAVN opened its first floating facility in Victoria in 2023, where its design-forward,
award-winning approach to sauna and hydrotherapy quickly became a celebrated part of the
Inner Harbour. The concept blends thoughtful architecture, West Coast maritime heritage, and a
modern wellness ethos that encourages presence, reflection, and connection.

“‘HAVN has been searching for the right Vancouver location for nearly two years, and we could
not be more thrilled,” said Nicholas Van Buren, CEO and Founder of HAVN Saunas.
“Vancouver Maritime Museum’s harbour offers an iconic, meaningful setting; this partnership
allows us to bring a uniquely captivating marine experience to the city.”

Both organizations are excited to share this announcement with the public and look forward to
providing updates as the project progresses.

For further information or media inquiries, please contact the individuals listed below.

e Nicolas Van Buren Vanburen@havnsaunas.com

® Jamie Hubick Hubick@havnsaunas.com

® David Jordan david@vanmaritime.com

[Release Ends]

MEDIA/IMAGES
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/nlk4znsid0gmkop6y3agnk/ABHPEG4wx0O62EAFRV
mhghns?rlkey=9wdkf50d3ovhgyne3joztw7nh&st=yh19tapx&dI=0

Media outlets are encouraged to access the photos and videos via the provided link.
Please ensure that all necessary crediting is properly displayed when publishing or
sharing content. Thank you for your cooperation.
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About Vancouver Maritime Museum

The Vancouver Maritime Museum offers a unique opportunity to explore the maritime history of
the Pacific Northwest and the Arctic. Located in the heart of Kitsilano, Vancouver, our exhibits
feature a diverse collection of artifacts, models, and interactive displays that highlight the rich
maritime heritage of the region. Home to the National Historic Site, the St Roch vessel, we offer
a range of programs, events, and educational opportunities. The Vancouver Maritime Museum
is an essential destination for anyone interested in maritime history and culture.

vanmaritime.com / @vanmaritime
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